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This Guide to Fertilizing Bonsai Trees will dig into the nuances of the best bonsai
fertilizers and help you comprehend what factors make a fertilizer an optimal choice.

It’s a lesser-known fact that bonsai trees have restricted access to natural nutrients owing
to their petite containers and coarse soil composition. By delivering the right mix of
nutrients, fertilizers encourage robust growth and make up for the nutrients that are missing.

Keep reading to learn about the optimal fertilizer for your cherished bonsai trees.

Key Takeaways
Bonsai fertilizer contains the key nutrients nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium which
make up the NPK ratio. Nitrogen promotes leaf and shoot growth in bonsai trees.
Phosphorus aids root and flower/fruit development in bonsai trees. Potassium
contributes to the overall health of bonsai trees. 
Outdoor bonsai trees should be fertilized every 2 weeks during the growing season for
optimal nourishment. Indoor bonsai trees can be fertilized year-round, typically every 4-
6 weeks. Mature and older bonsai trees should be given less fertilizer than younger
trees, as too much fertilizer can damage roots.
Solid granular fertilizers provide a slow, steady release of nutrients to bonsai trees.
Liquid fertilizers offer a quicker nutrient boost to bonsai trees through foliar feeding.
Nutrient runoff can be prevented by using cups/baskets to contain solid fertilizers and
by mixing liquid fertilizers into the water used for watering. 
The specific nutritional needs of different bonsai tree species should guide the choice
of fertilizer. Consulting bonsai tree care guides can reveal the ideal fertilizer for a given
species. Proper fertilization provides vital nutrients missing from soil and supports
robust growth and health in bonsai trees.
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Components of Fertilizer

The ingredients that make up fertilizer play a pivotal role in ensuring the vitality and thriving
growth of your bonsai trees. A common trio of nutrients found in these fertilizers is NPK –
an abbreviation for nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium.

The purpose of nitrogen is to fuel the growth of the parts of the plant above the ground,
whereas phosphorus primarily aids in the development of roots, along with the growth of
fruits and flowers. Potassium, on the other hand, works towards bolstering the overall health
of the plant.

Besides NPK, fertilizers might include vital micronutrients such
as iron, zinc, boron, copper, manganese, and molybdenum, which are also integral to
the growth and health of trees.
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Timing of Fertilizer For Bonsai Trees
Perfecting Your Fertilization Schedule
Knowing when to feed your bonsai trees can be a bit of a puzzle. The key is understanding
the individual needs of your specific tree variety. Detailed care guides can offer valuable
insights.

Most bonsai tree varieties thrive when fertilized throughout the growing season. However,
those with more years under their belt may flourish with less frequent feeding. Trees kept
indoors are a different story. They can benefit from year-round fertilization.

Understanding your bonsai tree’s nutritional needs isn’t just useful, it’s vital for its overall
health and growth. As the old saying goes, ‘Knowledge is like fertilizer, it helps you grow.’
And in this case, it helps your bonsai grow too!

Choosing The Best Fertilizer
Picking the Perfect Fertilizer for Your Bonsai Trees

Selecting the most fitting fertilizer for your bonsai trees involves weighing the benefits of a
nitrogen-rich blend against a balanced one. Young trees often thrive with a generous dose of
nitrogen, as it spurs leaf growth and gives the foliage a vibrant green hue.

Yet, for the overall wellbeing and growth of the tree, a balanced fertilizer might be a better
choice. It’s also worth noting that different species of bonsai trees might need specific
fertilizers.

So, make sure to check out care guides to ensure you’re providing the right nutrients for
your trees.

Nitrogen Vs. Balanced Fertilizer
Selecting the right fertilizer for your bonsai trees is a task that requires careful thought. It’s all
about finding the perfect balance between nitrogen and other vital nutrients. The needs of
your trees should be at the forefront of this decision. Here are a few essential points you
should think about:
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Fertilizer rich in nitrogen encourages growth above the ground, making it a suitable choice
for younger trees.
Balanced fertilizers offer a combination of nutrients, contributing to the overall health of your
tree.
For uniform nutrition during the growing period, you might want to opt for a balanced
fertilizer.
The fertilizer you choose should also depend on your trees’ growth phase.

‘One must always remember, the right fertilizer can make all the difference to the growth of
your bonsai trees.’

Fertilizer for Specific Species
Choosing the Ideal Fertilizer for Your Bonsai Tree Species

When it comes to selecting the perfect fertilizer for your specific bonsai tree species, it’s
essential to bear in mind the distinct nutritional requirements and growth patterns of each
tree. Bonsai tree species each have their unique needs for nutrients, including nitrogen,
phosphorous, and potassium.

Let’s take a closer look at the nutritional needs of different bonsai tree species in the chart
below:

Species Nitrogen (N) Phosphorous (P) Potassium (K)

Juniper High Low Balanced

Maple Medium High Low

Pine Low Medium High

Azalea High Medium High

Elm Balanced Balanced Balanced

Understanding the nutritional needs of your specific bonsai tree species is the key to picking
the appropriate fertilizer. This not only supports robust growth but also contributes to

https://itsybitsytrees.com/glossary/pine/
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maintaining your tree’s health. As the old gardening saying goes, ‘The right nutrition makes a
happy tree.’

Quantity of Fertilizer
Determining the Right Amount of Fertilizer
For the well-being and optimal growth of your bonsai tree, paying meticulous attention to the
instructions provided on the fertilizer packaging for usage amount is a good practice.
Here’s some advice to guide you in deciding the right amount of fertilizer for your bonsai
tree:

Always refer to the guidelines given on the fertilizer packaging to ensure accuracy in
the amount used.
Opt for a suitable, high-drainage Bonsai soil to avert the accumulation of salts.
For older trees, it’s advisable to minimize the recommended quantity.
If you’re using solid fertilizers, consider utilizing fertilizer covers to avert over-
nourishment and potential damage to the tree.

How to Apply Fertilizer
Understanding the necessity of fertilizing your bonsai trees:

We’ll delve into the method of applying the fertilizer efficiently.

There are two forms of fertilizer at your disposal: solid and liquid.

Solid fertilizers can be housed in cups or baskets to prevent them from being washed away,
while liquid fertilizers can be included in your watering routine.

It’s also vital to take into account the application frequency to ensure your bonsai trees get
the necessary nutrients without overfeeding them.

Solid Vs Liquid
Navigating Fertilizer Choices: Solid vs Liquid



10/23/23, 5:27 PM Guide to Fertilizing Bonsai Trees - The Best Fertilizer

https://itsybitsytrees.com/guide-to-fertilizing-bonsai-trees/ 7/12

In the world of bonsai tree care, choosing the right fertilizer can be a game-changer. Notably,
there are two main types of fertilizer to consider – solid and liquid.

Solid fertilizers, such as granular types, are akin to a slow-release energy bar for your
bonsai. They offer a consistent trickle of nutrients to the plants, ensuring a regular diet that
fosters steady growth.

On the flip side, liquid fertilizers, like those in concentrate form, are more like an energy
shot. They provide an immediate nutrient boost which can be helpful for foliar feeding.
However, they require more regular application to maintain their benefits, promising quicker
visible results on your bonsai’s health.

While both options have their merits, the choice ultimately hinges on your bonsai’s specific
needs and your comfort with the application process.

‘One must understand the unique nutritional needs of their bonsai to choose between solid
and liquid fertilizers,’ says a bonsai expert. ‘It’s not just about immediate results. It’s about
what’ll benefit the plant’s long-term health and growth.’

Preventing Nutrient Runoff
Maintaining the Nutritional Health of Your Bonsai Tree

In order to keep your bonsai tree healthy and prevent the loss of nutrients, it’s important to
be mindful of how you apply fertilizer. If you’re using a solid form of fertilizer, consider using
cups or baskets as containers. This helps prevent the fertilizer from being washed away
when you water the tree. Make sure these containers are securely placed atop the soil.

For those using liquid fertilizers, blend them into the water you use for the tree, adhering to
the guidelines provided on the fertilizer’s packaging. By adhering to such practices, you’re
ensuring that your bonsai tree is absorbing the vital nitrogen it needs, along with other
essential nutrients, without the risk of nutrient runoff.

As a bonsai enthusiast, remember the words of renowned gardener, Toshio Kawamoto, ‘The
bonsai isn’t you working on the tree; you have to have the tree work on you.’ So, be patient,
attentive, and enjoy the rewarding journey of nurturing your bonsai tree.

Frequency of Application?

https://itsybitsytrees.com/essential-guide-to-pruning-a-bonsai-tree/
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Understanding the Correct Nourishment Schedule for Your Bonsai Tree

Feeding your bonsai tree properly requires an understanding of the appropriate frequency
and method of fertilization. The following steps provide a clear guide on the timing of
application:

During their growth phase, outdoor bonsai trees should be given nutrients every
fortnight.
On the other hand, indoor bonsai trees have a less frequent schedule and only need
feeding every four to six weeks.
Aging and more mature trees require a reduced feeding schedule.
It’s advised to refer to care manuals or consult with knowledgeable individuals for
specific fertilization needs of different bonsai species.

Remember, the right feeding schedule can have a significant impact on the health and
longevity of your bonsai tree. Therefore, each step taken in the care of your bonsai tree is a
crucial element in its growth and development.

‘Proper nourishment is the cornerstone of a thriving bonsai tree. Know its schedule, respect
its needs, and watch it flourish.’

Importance of Fertilizing Bonsai Trees
The Role of Fertilizers in Bonsai Tree Health

The health and vibrancy of bonsai trees are significantly influenced by the role of fertilizing.
Given their living conditions – being confined to small pots and coarse soil, their access to
natural nutrients is rather limited. This is where fertilizers come into play, acting as a source
of vital vitamins and assisting in essential processes such as photosynthesis and cell
division.

Fertilizers also make up for any nutrients that are missing or not sufficiently available in the
soil, which in turn supports robust and healthy growth. It’s important to note that bonsai trees
have their own specific nutritional necessities, demanding a well-balanced blend of nitrogen,
phosphorous, and potassium.
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A recommended option for ensuring your bonsai tree’s well-being is the use of top-grade
fertilizers like Biogold organic fertilizer. This fertilizer has been proven to supply the crucial
nutrients your tree needs to flourish. As an old bonsai saying goes, ‘A well-fed bonsai is a
happy bonsai.’
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